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	Guiding a Candidate to  Dissertation Defense 


	Up-Coming Online Trainings 

	Dissertation Technology Training

· February 16 at 9 - 10am or 12- 1pm
In this session, participants will gain an understanding of the technologies used to support the dissertation process, including the SharePoint Dissertation Portal and the Blackboard Site for EDUC 989 Dissertation Seminar. To register for the sessions, please e-mail Amanda Szapkiw. All sessions are archived and made available in the Committee Portal.  Always feel free to contact Amanda Szapkiw if you need a specific training sessions.  



Remember that as of spring 2011 all candidates need to follow the guidelines within the 2010-2011 Dissertation Handbook. You will note that there are a few differences between what is expected now and what was expected in the past. Read the Dissertation Handbook for complete details about each of these steps. Prior to proposal defense, a research consultant needs to review the manuscript. Here is a brief outline of the steps that a candidate should take to go to Dissertation Defense:

· Chair’s Review and Approval of the Manuscript 
	New Additions!


· Committee Members’ Review and Approval of the Manuscript 
· Research Consultant’s Review and Approval of the Manuscript 
· Safe Assign Submission (in EDUC 989 BB course)
· Professional Edit (Use: Editing Checklist; Potential editors can be found on the Dissertation Guide Contact page)
· Defense Scheduled/ Registrar for  EDUC 990 (if not already registered)
	Contacts

	
	Assistant Dean 
	

	Dr. Amanda Szapkiw
	Chair of 
Doctoral 
Research
	aszapkiw@liberty.edu

	
	Support Coordinator
	


· Final Edited Manuscript Submission  to Chair, Committee, Research Consultant and Dr. Watson (2 weeks prior to defense)
· Presentation Material Submission to the Dissertation Committee. (1 weeks prior to defense)
· Pre-defense Phone Call to Finalize All the Defense Details and to Complete a Practice Oral Defense (1 weeks prior to defense) 
·  Defense (On campus) and Exit Interview 


The Interactive Dissertation Timeline 
Visit the Dissertation Portal to check out the new interactive Dissertation Timeline. The new Timeline provides detailed information about each step of the dissertation process and links to needed materials to complete each step.  

SharePoint “How To” Instructional Documents 
Visit the Committee Portal Resources Library to check out the new “How To” documents that demonstrate how to use different features of SharePoint including setting up e-mail alerts and editing a document. Documents were also uploaded to the Dissertation Portal Library for candidates. 

EDUC 989 Assignments 
Visit the Quick link: Assignment Page in your section of EDUC 989 to learn about the new Progress Update Discussion Forum Assignment for candidates.

	Consultant Reviews



All manuscripts to be reviewed by the research consultants need to be submitted at least 4 weeks prior to the end of the semester term. The consultants follow the semester term calendar for reviews. During summer intensives the review process may be longer than 2 weeks. 
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